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Programme for the Belgian Presidency
Summary – version of 16 June 2010
1.
Socioeconomic component
Objective:
Re-establish sustainable growth and competitiveness
Strategy:
-
Develop a competitive, green knowledge economy (implementation of the Europe 2020 Strategy).
· Consolidate the Stability Pact and economic governance (task force) and draw up a regulatory framework for the financial sector.
· Encourage employment (guidelines, green jobs, white jobs).
· Promote innovation (e.g. European patents) and complete the internal market (following up on the Monti report).
· Focus on industrial policy and infrastructures.
2.
Social component
Objective:
Promote social cohesion
Strategy:
-
Seek social convergence on higher standards, based on objectives and monitoring indicators.
· Strive for concrete progress in the discussions about social services of general interest.
· Given that 2010 is the European Year for Combating Poverty and Social Exclusion, reinforce the social ‘safety net’ throughout people’s lives.

· Stress the added value of the EU in the areas of health and ageing (including the issue of pensions).

· Focus undivided attention on violence against women.
3.
Environmental component
Objective:
Switch over to a green economy
Strategy:
-
Together with the international community, formulate concrete, ambitious targets at the COP 16 summit in Cancún.
· Consolidate the link with new European policy objectives on energy, transport and emissions by e.g. adjusting taxation.
· Prepare for the 10th Conference of the Parties (COP 10) of the Convention on Biodiversity.
· Improve the legislative instruments relating to the environment.
4.
Freedom, security and justice component (Stockholm Programme)
Objective:
Consolidate and complete the European area of freedom, security and justice
Strategy:
-
Asylum: develop a uniform asylum procedure and standardized international protection.
· Home affairs: combat terrorism, organised crime, illegal immigration and human trafficking.
· Justice: establish mutual recognition of court rulings.
5.
External action component
Objective:
Broaden the global appeal of the EU as a force for peace and security
Strategy:
-
Set up the European External Action Service.
· Continue the enlargement negotiations based on the individual merits of the candidate Member States.
· Fight against protectionism by focusing on the Doha Round and bilateral and regional trade agreements.
· Safeguard and promote human rights.
· Chair the discussions of the EU/ASEM Summit and the EU/Africa Summit.
